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Announcement of First in the Nation State Level Intellectual & 
Developmental Disability Legislative Caucus Followed by Informational 

Forum with Connecticut Families Telling Personal Stories  
 

February 7, 11:00AM Legislative Office Building, Room 2C 
 

 
Hartford, CT – HARTFORD – A bipartisan coalition of state legislators will announce the 
formation of an Intellectual & Developmental Disability Caucus – the first such state-level 
caucus in the nation – at 11 a.m. this Friday,  February 7, in Room 2-C  of the Legislative 
Office Building in Hartford. 
 
The announcement of the Connecticut Intellectual & Developmental Disability Caucus comes 
at a critical time for families across the state receiving or waiting for services from the 
Department of Developmental Services system.  Families across the state are becoming more 
vocal about their fears for the future of their children and sharing these stories with 
legislators.  Legislators listened to families and a few have come together to create the 
unprecedented Connecticut Intellectual & Developmental Disability Caucus.   
(I/DD Caucus)  
 
The I/DD Caucus will be Chaired by Senator Beth Bye and was founded by Senator Bye and 
Representative Jay Case and  Representative John Hampton.   
 
"I'm scared," said Joe Duffy of Wethersfield, Connecticut, father to Kate.  “Services and 
supports for families have been cut and chronic under funding of the private non-profit 
provider network has caused strain on an already fragile support system.  I don’t know what 
will happen to Kate when I die and it keeps me up at night.” 
 
“I have been meeting with families in my district on these very same issues for many months. 
Their stories and their personal situations are heartbreaking,” Senator Bye said.  
 
The first order of business for the newly-formed, bi-partisan caucus will be to conduct an 
informational forum on February 7th from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM in Room 2C of the Legislative 
Office Building.  The riveting and heartbreaking stories told by families will include the 
challenges of housing, medical care and most significantly long-term peace of mind related to 
the well-being of their loved ones. 
 
“While nobody is happy with the budget crunch, a silver lining to this cloud might well be that 
it forces government to look for alternatives and better solutions for services & supports.” 
said Leslie Simoes, executive director of The Arc Connecticut. “Arc families applaud the I/DD 
Caucus for taking this first step to bring policy makers together to look at the system and we 
look forward to our families working with caucus members”. 
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"I'm pleased we can do this -- but we have a lot of work ahead of us," said State 
Representative Case, a member of the Human Services committee, among others. "As a 
person related to someone with an intellectual and developmental disability, I have seen 
first-hand where our society has failed them. This bipartisan effort will aim to improve life in 
Connecticut and I'm ready to get to work." 
 
Representative John Hampton said “I am pleased to help the families of those with 
intellectual/developmental disabilities gain a stronger voice at the State Capitol. 
I am proud to champion their issues in the state legislature. I look forward to advancing their 
efforts to promote lives of hope, dignity and fulfillment."  
 
“Budget cuts aren’t just about dollars, cents, and deficit projections – the lives of people are 
at stake.  We have a system of “haves and have nots” that doesn’t reflect the needs of 
families and individuals with I/DD. There are many facets to this problem, and The Arc will 
continue to work with families, other organizations supporting people with disabilities and the 
state Department of Developmental Services to reinvent a system of support that serves 
everyone who needs it” said Leslie Simoes, Executive Director of The Arc of Connecticut. 
 
The Arc movement is more than 60 years old.  It was founded in the spirit of community 
inclusion and remains a grassroots organization established by families to provide supports 
and advocacy for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities locally and in states 
nationwide.  The Arc Connecticut is affiliated with The Arc of the United States which has a 
network of over 700 chapters across the country promoting and protecting the human rights 
of people with I/DD and actively supporting their full inclusion and participation in the 
community throughout their lifetimes and without regard to diagnosis. 
 
Editor’s Note: The Arc is not an acronym; always refer to us as The Arc, not The ARC and 
never ARC. The Arc should be considered as a title or a phrase. 
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