
 

FAMILIES FOR FAMILIES  

Who We Are 

Parents, family members, and those who advocate for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

What We Believe 

The current support system of “one size fits all” is costly and can’t meet the critical support needs of all Connecticut 

residents with I/DD. The basic needs of people with I/DD are unmet under the current inefficient system. Individuals 

with I/DD have the right to grow and thrive in the community but the infrastructure, resources and vision necessary 

to promote those rights are too often lacking.    

We believe that families are uniquely positioned to effectively communicate that the current system is unacceptable. 

Rather than being seen as an obstacle, families should be viewed as playing a vital role in improving the system.   

Our Goal 

Families will mobilize to prevent further damage to the DDS system of support and to promote those improvements 

that will create a brighter future for those with I/DD. 

Our Mission 

Over time, a coalition of families across Connecticut will engage in public policy initiatives including the following: 

Funding 

 No money should leave the DDS system. All monies money saved by rebalancing the system should be 
retained in the DDS budget for the express purpose of creating additional residential supports. 

 Restore $30 million that was cut from the DDS budget last year. 
 

DDS Resource Allocation 
 

 Rebalance existing resources in the DDS system to address the DDS residential waiting list.  

 Reallocating resources to support more families will allow for greater options in the long term while 
creating a good investment in the economy. 

 
Universal Access to DDS supports for those who need them. 
 

 DDS services and supports for adults should be guaranteed to those who need them just as school 

services are.  

 The Connecticut DDS eligibility statute should be modified to ensure that all individuals who need 
support are eligible to receive supports.   
 

DDS should offer an array of individualized supports. 

 All Connecticut residents with I/DD have a right to realize their full potential and to full inclusion in 

their own community.  

 Individuals and families should be offered an array of choices and supports to meet their needs & those 
supports should be fully funded. 

 


